
THE SILENT KILN
WHERE PATIENCE BURNS AND CHAMPIONS ARE FORGED
91st JAPAN OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP OCTOBER 15–18, 2026 | TARAO COUNTRY CLUB (WEST COURSE)

By Shigaraki Tourism Association 

THE ARENA 

“A Masterclass in Restraint”, designed by Yoshiyuki Deki and opened in 
1985, the West Course at Tarao Country Club is a study in Japanese 
strategic architecture. It rejects the modern trend of artificial spectacle. 
There are no gimmick holes here. There is only the land, the trees, and 
the water.

The Architecture of Pressure The course measures over 7,200 yards, but 
yardage is not the primary defense. The defense is the “Shiga Wall”—the 
dense, imposing tree lines that isolate every hole. When a player stands 
on the tee, they are not looking at a panoramic view; they are looking 
at a singular, demanding question.

The 11 Ponds: Water is woven into the layout not just as a hazard, but 
as a psychological weapon. On the closing stretch, the ponds guard the 
greens with jealous intent, forcing players to aim away from pins. 

THE WEIGHT OF THE AIR

The mist that rolls off the Koka hills in October does not rush. It drifts, heavy and deliberate, settling over the fairways of Tarao Country Club like 
a blanket. It dampens the sound of impact, muffles the applause, and creates an atmosphere of profound isolation.For the modern professional 
golfer—often trained in the smash-and-gouge style of the modern game—this silence is unnerving. They are used to wide corridors and stadium 
atmospheres. They are not used to the ancient quiet of Shiga. But for the 91st Japan Open Golf Championship, this silence is a homecoming. 
From 15–18 October 2026, Japan’s oldest and most prestigious championship tees off at Tarao’s West Course. This is not merely a change 
of venue; it is a philosophical statement. After years of testing players on manicured resort courses that reward raw power, the Japan Golf 
Association (JGA) has chosen a battleground that reflects the rhythms of its host town, Shigaraki: Patience. Precision. Resilience.

Greatness Cannot Be Rushed

Tarao Country Club West 

Mists roll in over Tarao Country Club 



The Bentgrass Greens: Famous in the Kansai region for their purity, 
these greens will be the ultimate judge. In October, shaved down to 
championship speeds, they become glass-like. They reject any approach 
shot that isn’t struck with pure spin and conviction.

The Rough: The Zoysia rough in autumn is stiff and unforgiving. It 
grabs the hosel, twisting the clubface and turning minor errors into 
bogeys.

The Prelude: A Warning Shot The golf world received its warning 
last year. On May 19, 2025, Tarao West hosted the U.S. Open Final 
Qualifying. It was a grueling 36-hole marathon that broke even the 
most seasoned pros. That day, the course didn’t just host players; it 
exposed them. The narrative emerging from that qualifier was clear: 
Tarao West is a “sleeping giant.” Now, the national open arrives to 
wake it up fully.

THE SPIRIT OF THE KILN

You cannot separate the golf course from the ground it sits on. Shigaraki 
is one of Japan’s “Six Ancient Kilns” (Rokkoyo). For centuries, artisans 
here have turned raw earth into Shigaraki-yaki—pottery defined by its 
rough, natural beauty and lack of artificial glaze.

The metaphor for the 2026 Japan Open is inescapable.

The Clay: The players arrive raw and unformed on Thursday morning.

The Fire: The pressure of the back nine on Sunday acts as the kiln.

The Result: A champion who, like Shigaraki pottery, is defined by 
resilience and natural strength.

Shigaraki ware is known for yohen—the unpredictable changes in color 
caused by the ash and the flame. In golf, we call this the “rub of the 
green.” The winner this week will be the player who accepts the bad 
bounces with the grace of a master potter, knowing that imperfection is 
part of the art.

“In Shigaraki, you cannot force the result. You must work with what the 
land gives you. The player who fights the course will lose. The player 
who respects it will endure.”

THE SPECTATOR’S JOURNEY

To visit Shigaraki for the Japan Open is to enter a world where time 
slows down. While the tension rises inside the ropes, the region offers a 
sanctuary for the spectator. This is not just a tournament; it is a cultural 
immersion.

The Guardians of the Town: Tanuki As you walk the streets of 
Koka, you will be watched by thousands of eyes. The Tanuki (raccoon 
dog) statues—symbols of good fortune—line the shopfronts. With their 
straw hats and sake flasks, they are a reminder not to take life too 
seriously, even in the heat of competition.

The Art of Silence: Miho Museum Just minutes from the course lies 
the I.M. Pei-designed masterpiece, the Miho Museum. Carved into the 
mountain itself, it is a sanctuary of art and nature. After the noise of the 
gallery crowds, walking through the museum’s futuristic tunnel into the 
hidden valley is the perfect counter-balance. It resets the senses.

The Taste of History: Asamiya Tea Before the final groups tee off, 
travel deeper into the hills to the Asamiya tea plantations. Dating back 
1,200 years, this tea is grown in the high-altitude mist—the same mist 
that guards the golf course—producing a flavor that is deep, rich, and 
unforgettable. It is the taste of Shiga’s history.

THE VERDICT

Who Will Survive? Historically, the Japan Open is won by the “golfer’s 
golfer.” It is not a shootout. It is a survival test. In 2012, Chie Arimura 
proved that precision conquers power here during the JLPGA 
Championship. In 2022, the veterans of the Senior Open showed that 
patience is the ultimate weapon.

In 2026, the champion will not be the player who hits the ball the 
furthest. It will be the player who possesses the temperament of a 
master potter—quiet, focused, and unshakeable.

Japan Open at a Glance

Event: Japan Open Golf Championship
Established: 1927
Dates: 15–18 October 2026
Venue: Tarao Country Club – West Course
Location: Shigaraki, Koka City, Shiga Prefecture

Why it matters
One of Asia’s oldest national opens, traditionally contested 
on demanding championship layouts Played in mid-October, 
when firm turf and cool conditions heighten difficulty 2026 
host venue previously staged Asia Final Qualifying for the 
2025 U.S. Open, confirming elite competitive credentials

About the region
Koka City has 24 golf courses, the third-highest total in 
Japan. There are 11courses are located in Shigaraki, 
forming one of the country’s most concentrated golf regions. 
Bentgrass greens and strategic, elevation-driven designs 
define the local golfing character.
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The kiln is lit. 
The stage is set.

 
Welcome to 
Shigaraki.


